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1. Welcome

Welcome to the Air Sailing Gliderport (ASG) !!

This airport is operated by Air Sailing, Inc. fitve enjoyment and education of soaring by members and
visitors. Air Sailing Inc. offerstheuse of the airportje dowrs, hangar, campground, clubhouse facilities
and a tow planeNevada Soaring Association (NSA) is a club based at ASG that opeidtas,g|
provides instruction for itmembersand operates a tow planBlease see the brochure in the clubhouse
for contacts and more informatiabout NSA. The gliderport is a volunteer operation. Your
understanding of these rules and pgelcand youactiveparticipation in daily operations is vital to ensure
a safe airport.You are required to read and certify yourunderstanding of this document each year
prior to flying at the airport. This document is also posted on aebsite ywww.airsailing.org. Please
sign and date the log maintained in the clubhouse after readirdpthimment.Within this document,
Appendix A is the Airport Diagram and Appendix B shows Runways and Landing Patterns.
Camping is permiéd on the airport as part of your soaring activiyease see our Camp Ground
Regulationgosted in the Clubhouse and availatmeour website www.airsailing.org. Please be aware
that the airport has hazards@sated with aircraft operationg.here are also hazardssociated with any
remote desert location, including rattlesnakes and other wildlife, and exposurelentieats.You are
responsible for your safety and the safety of your guests during yayur st

2. Basic Field Rules

Please familiarizgourself andyour group with these OperatifyoceduresThis is an active airport.
Children,animals and others unfamiliar with aircraft operations must be superviBlegse check in with
our Caretaker oanAir Sailing member for assistance when you arfioethe first time Contact
information is posted on our welcome kiosk anthia clubhouse.

2.1 Insurance Requirementsand ASI Waiver of Liability

All pilots and allowners ofaircraft operating at the ABailing Gliderport are required to provide proof of
acceptablaircraft insuranceAcceptable aircraft insurance is current and valid owaiectaft insurance
and/or currenand valid norowned aircraft insurance with coverage in the amounts of $100,000
minimum per person grer passenger bodily injury liability, $1 Million minimum property damage

liability, and $1 Millionminimum each accident or occurrence, or otherwise mutually acceptable aircraft
insurance.Proof ofacceptable aircraft insuranceaigpolicy coverage summary page and pilot(s)
endorsement(s) showing thamed insured(s) or a certificate of insurance showing the named insured(s),
or otherwise mutuallp c cept abl e proof of insurance, in the
accessil® in the aircratft.

Each pilot is required to sign a Waiver of Liability for both Nevada Soaring Association and Air Sailing
Inc.. Proof of acceptable insurance must be attached to the ASI Waiver of Liability.
2.2  Vehicle Speed Limits

Driving speed on thairport is limited to 5 miles per hour (walking speeBJease help minimize dust on
freshly washed sailplanes and in the camping arekesase stay within designed roads and parking areas.
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2.3 Vehicle Parking

Vehicle parking, camping, glider assembhdaie down areas, and trailer parking areas are identified on
theairport diagram Please do not obstruct taxiwaySee Section 3iGround Procedurédor vehicle
operating rules.

2.4 Glider & Trailer Tie Down

Sailplaneandtrailers must be securely ti@lown. Desert thermals and winds have damaged many
unattendedliders and trailersLightweight equipmentsuch as awningshould be tied down to avoid
damage antiazard to other visitors and propertglider tail dolliesshouldbe removed and the der
secured when naittended.

Note Gliders stored in the hanger and glider trailers stored on the lfhighaire subject to be moved
and/or relocatedithin the hanger oon the airfield foreventsand field maintenanaeasons.Gliders and
equipmenwithin the trailers should be secured and ready for movement.

2.5 ASG Facilities & Equipment

Operation of Air Sailing generators, tractor, oxygen, irrigation system and other equipmebé royst
gualified personnel onlyAsk a qualified Air Sailing memlvdor assistance.

2.6 Emergencies & First Aid

Emergency contact information is posted by the phone in the clubhAussy limited general first aid

kit is availablein the clubhouse You should provide your own firgid kit for normal cuts and scrapes

An emergency response kit is maintained in the hangar office in a marked cdlhisatesponse kit is for
serious accidents to stabilize a patient while waiting for medical assistAhEASE DO NOT use these
supplies for normal cuts and bruisédease only open the cabinet for serious acciddatsergency
responsections are posted in the cabinet to aid your decision processes should you need to help respond
to anaccident. Fire extinguishers are available in the hangar office, clubhouse, baghaod tow

planes.

2.7 General Rules

Good citizenships expectedvhile camping and visiting the airport.
Among other normal courtesies, timsolves:
a. Observe quiet hours. Personal generators shmilde operated between 10:00 PM and 9:00 AM. Air
Sailing generators should be operated with discretion.
b. Keep the airport clean; sort trash and recyclable materials in the marked containers. Consider taking
trash home with you to reduce disposal costs to ASI.
c. Pets must always be under control to nessafe flight operations. Clean up pet waste.
d. Avoid raising dust near sailplanes and camping areas.
e. Refrain from activities inappropriate for an active airport. Discharge of fireworks, firearms,
undisciplined use of vehicles, wasting resourcesgandt i vi ti es that infringe
Air Sailing are unwelcome.
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2.8 Safety

The Air Sailing Board of Trustees considers safety to be our highest priority. We are engaged in a sport
that has many potentially serious hazards. Nothing we A &&iling is more important than

maintaining our safety culture and the constant vigilance that prevents hazards from becoming accidents.
To this end the Board of Trustees leatablished Safety Committee with a designated Chairperson

(a.k.a Safety Gficer). The Safety Committee has a dedicated page on the ASG website which list the
current membership along with the 24/7 contact information for the Safety Officer. Safety concerns or
suggestions for improvement should be directed to the Safety Offite written Safety Policies of

ASG are documentesh our website
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3. Flight Operations - Ground Procedures

Please familiarize yourself with the airpdragramto understand the tie downs, active taxiways and
runways. It is an excellent idea to watke entire airport before flyingote runway overrusand
emergencyptions. We routinely land on a different runway than we takeoff, so please recognize that
you may be crossingn active landing area while on your way to the flight likesually clear all areas
before entering the runwayenvironment. Always keep in mind that gliders in the pattern are silent and
hard to notice ifyou arenot paying strict attention. Alsarriving glidershave limited options for

avoidng suddenly appearing objects.

3.1 Golf Carts

Golf carts are intended for transportation of gliders to and frowhotren areas and staging areas.
Unattended glf carts are notoutinelypermitted ortherunways. Golf carts may be used to move gliders
to the flight line ofrunway 17and 21 butshouldbe expeditiously cleared to the staging area after glider
disconnect.Extreme caution and vigilance should be exercised when towing aircraft to the staging
area on runway 21 since you are crossing an active runwayhese areas anedicated orthe airport
diagram.See Section 4 Po st L andi fogprofeprecovery of salpkmesolf cartoperators
must possess a valid driveros | i cens esupavisiobhe at
Please tow gliders atsafe walking speed, be aware of fences, other glidatsvisually clear all active
areas before enteringJse of a handheld radiqtuned to 122.9)is required during ground tows to
monitor glider operations. Return golf carts to a safe location afiee (e.g. flight line gazebo,
clubhouse).

3.2 Hangar

Hangar door operation requires a checkout by an Air Sailing member familiar with hangar door operation.
Hangar doors may only be oplon one end at a timelhis is to prevent a sudden gust of winaifr

passing thru the hangaHangar door operation can (and has) injunegers. Movement of aircraft

within the hangar requires great calhenever possible, apprise owners of aircrafteanoved and

invite their participation.

3.3  Flight Line Operations

Only pilots and qualified ground crew are permitted on the flight IRieots must brief ground crew on
staging and launch procedures and hazaWds.use standard SSA signals and procedures on the flight
line (See Appendix £ Critical Assembly Chcks, Posite Control Checks, arféreflight Inspections

should all be accomplished before moving your glider to the staging Rile¢s arealsoencouraged to

check radios andtherelectronicequipment (i.e. GP$S#oggers$ prior to staging their glider

These practices are not only important as expediencies, they are also important to safety. We need to
ensure that these procedures are remembered and that they are accomplished in a deliberate and non
hurried manner.
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3.4  Glider Staging
Stage gliders folaunch as shown on tlaérport diagranand described below:

Runway 17 Several gliders may be staged on the flight line, either on the asphhlihgsidehe asphalt,
immediately to the west (towards the hangéafjp to three gliders may be stagedtba dirt,on runway
centerline, north of the asphalt. Note that staged gliders must not intrude onto the 2trapg@yoach,
since 03/21 is likely to be the active landing runway duringepartures.

Runway 21Two gliders may be staged on the asphattlongsidehe asphalt, immediately to therth
(opposite side from the hangane to three gliders may be staged on the dirt, if they are stéfget!
from runway centerline, north of runway centerline. All other staged gliders should bestaghg area.
Keep in mind that if you are staging on runway 21, runway 21 is also most likelgtthe landing
runway. Al staging and taxi movements must be conducted so as not to interfetenalitig aircraft.
Do not obstructow planeturnouts as showan theairport diagram

3.5 R21 Safety Alert

Special attention must be paid to the R21L threshold @ea prevailing winds are from the southwest.
When these winds become sufficiently strong we will move T/O operations from R17 to R21L. This
means tht R21 will be used for both T/Os and Landings. When this happedsstrians and staging
gliders will be crossing the landing threshold. People must be especially attentiveptuehtgally
hazardousituation.
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4. Flight Operations - Flight Procedures

All flight operations at Air Sailing Gliderport must be in accordance with Federal Aviation Regulations.
Standard SSA glider operating signalsiarase.

4.1 Tow Services

Towing operations are conducted only by approval of the Trustees of Air Sailind;Hece are two
authorized tow planes at Air Sailing Gliderport, one operated by Air Sailing and one operated by the
NevadaSoaring AssociationService is equally provided between the two tow planes and is managed by
the towpilots on duty for the dayEachglider pilot is required to have signed the operatimmgcedures

log indicating understanding tfcal procedurescertifying proof of insirance and having received a

safety briefingorior to your first tow of the New YeafTow pilots areauthorized to refuse service if they

are uncertain about your eligibility.

Tow ropes are typically set up witrcambination ofSchweizeand Tostings If weak links arelesired

they muste provided by the glider owner.

4.2  Tow Pilot Authority

The tow pilot on site has final authority for safe field operatidrsw pilots may refuse tow service for
anyreason (i.eweather or ground conditions, aiaft or pilot airworthiness, efc.

4.3  Glider Pilot Responsibility

Note: Pilots mustreceivea flight safety briefing given by an ASG designated briefeprior to their

first flight of the year. A list of designated briefers can be found on the Safetjommittee page of

the ASG website. The Safety Briefing yllabus is contained in Appendix E

Pilots must be familiar with and comply with Air Sailing ground and flight procedures, traffic patterns
andrestrictions. A briefing ont o d aigpdrtsoperatioa may be obtained froamyqualified Air Sailing
member but the towpilots retain final discretion on tow operatiorSlider pilots retain PIC
responsibilities for their glider arghould refuse towor release from the towling they are not ready
andcomfortable to execute the takeoff.

4.4  Runway Selection

The direction of takeoff is determined by agreement between glider pilot and towBelatwvare that

wind is only one of several determining factoGther factorsnayincludeterrain clearance, emergency
landingaccess, turbulen@eross runways shed by nearby structuaedgroundslope In particular,

careful consideration should gezen to when towing should be conducted on runway 21 rather than
runway 17.Even with moderatevesterly winds, experience &t airport suggests that takeoff on runway
17 may be preferredWhenconsidering which runway to takeoff, take every opportunity to discuss the
choice with other pilotsnore familiar with Air Sailing.
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4.5  Wing Runner Qualifications

ASG welcomes individualwho would like to help asing runners Wing runners should be of sufficient

age and physical condition that they might perform this somewhat demandind$aslane time

requirementwi ng runners should take td.e Shtue alsoobtaimae AV
field briefing from an experienced wing runner familiar with Air Sailopgrations They should also

review the SSA standard wing runrsggnals contained in AppendC.

4.6 Aero Tow Launch Procedures

Alter aligning with the runwagenterline, tail dollies and other ndéiight accessories shall be removed.

As PIC, it is the glider pilds responsibility to ensure that this happelRBots should be in their cockpits,
strapped in and ready to go with checklists complete, early enough during the staging sequence to avoid
putting themselves in a position to tushed for takeoff; likewise, all pilots should spend just a moment
before each takeoff reviewing the various abort or4meak scenarios that might appigder the

existing conditions.

You must provide yor own weak link if required.

The general sequeea of evats for takeoff is as follows:

[a] Our usualakeoff runways are the asphalt portions of R17 or R21L.
Gliders should be positioned witheleft wing down to avoid interation with the tow plane as it
approaches from behind and to the I&ffing runners are on the leffhis situationbenefits the
wing runner who will need to Araise the wingo

[b] Operational aviation radios are a requirement for flying at Air Sailirfte dider and tow pilot
must complete aatisfactory radio check on 122.9H49 or other prebriefed frequency.

[c] The wing runner will not attach the tow rope until the glider pilot is in the cockpit and acknowledges
the hookup.With thetowline hooked upand no onatanding in front of the glider, thvéing runner
maygive the gjnal to take up the remaining slack line.

[d] The wing runner visually clears the area and landingpatté/hen thepilot is readyhe will give
the wing up signal Pilotsshould ensure the wing runner is informed if a wing down takeoff is
desired so thdie/she can stand clear of the wingtfpou plan a takeoff with spoilers open or
wing down, you must coordinate this with the tow pilot and wing runner in advance. Under
normal circumstances,the tow pilot will not launch if spoilers are open or the wing is down.t
is important that both the glider pilot and the wing runner confirm that the glider is ready for
takeoff before the wing is raised.If the glider is not ready for flight, the wing runner will
refuse toraise the wing.

[e] The glider pilot will then announaen t h e r @oieisare clodedand ldci&danopy is
closed and |l ocked, sl ack i s outAftersotmarattanby f or
short delaythe glider pilot should waggle rudder to commence the takeoff. Immediately inform the
tow pilot or disconnect the tdime if there is to be a delay.

[f]  Wing runner willconfirmthe take off signal ugn seeing glider rudder waggle.
[g] Tow pilot will wagglerudder and announce take off intentions on radio.
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4.7 Aero Tow Release Procedure

When releasing from toviheglider pilot shall turn rightand the tow pilot leftin accordance with
standard proceduregxceptiorsto this standard proceduagemade for contests, evhenprior notice is
given tothetow plane, omwwhenproximity to terrain prohibitshesemaneuves.

Glider release is not always obvious to the tow pilsiter releasingthe glider pilotmust notify the tow

pilot of the release by giving the release altitu@dider pilots should then expect to hear some
acknowledgement from the tow piloGlider pilots who fail to do this will be charged for whatever

altitude the tow plane achieveshefe maki ng t he fAno glidero discove

4.8 Pattern Operations

The ASG pattern airspace is considered to be 2,
altitude of 1,00006 AGL (5,300 MSL). @lexpeceed s i n
to be landing. Do not thermal,iar transit thruthis airspace. Gliders that descend below the hard deck
(5,300 MSL) are expected to commit to landing.

Traffic patterns are displayed on a anmdepandnn t he
Appendix B All aircraft normally fly lefthand patterns for all runways; however, published patterns
shouldnot supplant sound judgmemtt deny PIC prerogativePilots flying a norstandard pattern should

make additional radio calls as ynlae necessary for situational awarendsgh-speedlow) finishes are
discouraged Normal pattern altitude is considdreo be between 800000 ft AGL at the Initial Point

(IP).

Landings at ASG require some observation and planning. The three Evailalvays provide twelve
(12) different landing pattern optionsiaving so many options should be helpful, but it does require a
decision making procesdVinds at ASG can change direction frequently and can be quite sttasg.
important that landingilots confirm wind direction and strength prior to every landing.

4.9 Radio Operations

Pilots of aircraft arriving or departing Air Sailing Gliderport, or conducting other than arriving or
departing operations below 7000' MSL, should monitorammuni@te as appropriate MULTICOM
frequency 122.90 MHz within 10 miles of the Gliderpdpilots of aircraft arriving or departing Air
Sailing Gliderport may obtain the current Reno/Tahoe International Airport information from ATIS
frequency 135.8 MHz.

Land ng pil ots should announce themselves as fAinb
gliderport, or, i f Aover tpilowswith siteatiodal awarenesste ndi ng o
appropriate, fpots should announce landing intentions tolirethelanding runway prior to pattern

entry. At a minimum, he arriving glider pilot should transmit and report downwind to the landing

runway withfAgear dow (if applicablg. Unannouncedrrivals could result imdangerousituation

involving simutaneous oppositdirection landings.

Appendix Dgives examples of proper radio calls.
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4.10 Local Area Flight Operations

Pilots should recognize that Air Sailing is located in proximity to Reno Airport approach paths and
becomefamiliar with normal airlindraffic patterns in the vicinity Airliner approach patterns include
straightin 11000 to 9000 ft descents directly over the Dogskins in a line with Reno runway 16 and left
hand basentries from Pyramid Lake over the valley to Reno runway 16. Pilotddshe on the alert for
airliners at altimes above 7000ftlt is highly recommended that gliders be equipped and use
transponders when operatimgthe ASG/Minden/Truckee regior¥ou can identify yourself as a glider
ATC by squawkingl202 Pilots slould also monitoNorCal Tracorfrequency (126.3 MHz) for traffic
whenpossible. The Dogskins ridge is in direct alignment with Reno runway 16. This is the primary
instrument approagpath for airliners on most dayg&bove 9000 ft in this area you arevéskd to contact
NorCal Tracoron 126.3 MHz and provide a position report with or without a transporfélather, at the
top of your climbon the Dogskingou are advised to vacate this area.

4.11 Post Landing Operations

You are generally expected to lastaight ahead in order to provide maximum options to traffic landing
behind you.However, taffic permitting, pilots may maneuver their glider the landing rolto clear the
runway. No unescortegedestrians other than pilots and crew are permitgdria the taxiway9uring
heavy flying activities, lidersshouldbe movedrom the runwayo the taxiway by hand ongnd @lf

cart hookup should be made on the taxiwdfground crews are not available and you are unable to
move the glider off the nway, remain in place until a lull in the landing activity allows a cart to safely
transit onto the runway.

4.12 Powered Aircraft Operations

Although ASG is open to the public agladerport, the airfield is administered as BAA private use
airstrip. Pwered aircraft must obtain permissjonor tolanding. Theymustalsomeet all the insurance
requirements. Landing permission may be requested from one of the officers or staff of ASG. These
landing rights are usually reserved &rcraft or personrassociated with ASG operations.

4.13 Federal Aviation Regulations
All aircraft and pilots operating out of ASG are expected to be in full compliance the applicable FARs.
Contact a CFIG if you have any questions regarding your compliance status.

4.14 Wave Soaring Procedures

During certain weather conditions it is possible to engage in Wave Soaring at ASG. Wave soaring is an
advanced activity and is not discussed in this document. A link to Wave Window Procedures may be
found on the ASG Home Page.
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4.15 Tow Ropes and Weak Links

Air Sailing uses tow ropes with a manufacturerd
hardware is tied using bowline knots. All knots reduce the breaking strength of a rope. Bowline knots are
documented to hawee strength retention factor of (2/3). Theservice breaking strength of a tow rope is

thus (2/3)(2,000) = 1334 Lbs.

Per FAR requirements;
The maximum glider weight shall be (1334 Lbs)/(0.8) ~ 1670 Lbs.
The minimum glider weight shall be (1334 Lbs)(?~ 670 Lbs

Air Sailing tow ropes are terminated at the glider end with both a standard TOST connector and a
Schweizer ring. If your glider has a maximum allowable takeoff weight of less than 670 pounds then you
must supply a Aweak | inko adapter.

4.16 Tow Maneuvers

Glider pilots performing tow maneuvers should advise the tow pilot in some appropriate way. This may
be done with a radi o c .aTow piloisRvél gtieraps to mamgnin $traight ma n e u
ahead, wing$evel flight during tow maneters. Glider pilots should also advise when tow maneuvers

are complete; again a r adi untda debgresh.T o wPimamtess vweir s
perform Steering Turns shoudghecifically request themitha r adi o cal | ARegoest

5. Additional Reading

The ASG Safety Committee has published a series
as wel |l as 0 S a Thede gxistRa peoside mforenationamseggestions to improve flight
safety. Interaed pilots may find these articles on the Safety Committee page of the ASG website.

ASG Operating Procedures R37.docx Pagel? of 26




Appendix A Airport Diagram s
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Actve Runway TieDowns
Golf Cart Ops ffTaxiways Powerplane TieDowns

AIR SAILING JLIDERPORT OPERATONS MAP

Use extreme caution
crossing active runways
~ (especially 21), look to
see that pattern is clear.

—~—

Grid gliders so we don't
obstruct landings on
RWY 21 or 17.

. Transition from dirt to
asphalt runway may be
abrupt.

Beware of the culvert
and ditch at the
threshold of R21.

All Golf carts should
have a handheld radio
tuned to 122.9; leave
the radios in the carts.

Taxiways are just in front of
structures and tie-downs and
are ~ 75 ft wide.

When retrieving a glider, get the
glider and golf cart off the
runway and onto the taxiway as
quickly as possible.

We have limited ground help.
All pilots should help each
other to grid and retrieve at the
end of the day.
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Appendix B Runways and Landing Patterns

ASG Runway Overview
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