Air Sailing 1969 — 2016

History and Vision






The founders had a shared vision



Air Sailing Vision

Develop and sustain a soaring site for all soaring pilots, forever

Provide an environment for soaring pilots to develop advanced
soaring skills

Provide access to low cost soaring to expand the number of people
who can afford to fly, and foster new pilots thru youth introduction /
scholarships

Provide a facility, services and welcoming environment to encourage
members to want to fly and volunteer here, thereby achieving all our
goals



Founding history

July 1969 — NSA starts the process of acquiring land from BLM
Dec 1969 — Air Sailing articles of Incorporation submitted

Sept 1970 — BLM approves application for use of 480 acres
June 1971 — Air Salling, Inc. is formally incorporated

May —Sept 1972 — grading of the roads, runway and tiedowns

 August 1972 —first fly-day at Air Sailing!



Every member brings their own vision



Our collective vision has built ASI



1970s

1971
— ASI incorporated

1972
— Roads, runways, tiedowns cleared and graded, flight operations begin
1973
— Well dug
— 18t Ajax Liquor Store (Fallon) Trophy Dash
1975
— Cinderblock bathhouse with part time generator built
—  Windmill erected
1976
— 1sttrees planted
— Crosswind runway graded



1972 - 17/35 graded and oliled



1973 — First Fallon Trophy Dash (aka The
Ajax Liquor Store Trophy Dash)




1974 — Trallers In place for shelter and
onsite caretaker




1974 — July Fly Day



1975 - Septic system and permanent
toilet/showers constructed, with a diesel
generator for part time 110v power



1975 — Windmill erected



1976 — First trees planted



1976 — Crosswind runway graded



1978 — Fallon Trophy Dash



1978 — Board of Trustees

Jim Hayes

Carl Herold

Earl Butler

George Asdel
Sonner Greenspan



1979 - Runways resurfaced with decomposed
granite, then oiled



1980s

1980

— 18t Annual Sports Class Contest
1983

— First paving on crosswind runway
1985

— 1-26 National Contest

— Women'’s Soaring Seminar
1986

— 18t Cross Country Camp
1987

— Main hangar erected

— 1t Memorial Grove trees planted, Memorial Stone added



1980 — First Annual Sports Class Contest



1980 - Flydays

— Norma Burnette
— Carl Herold



1981 — Camping at Air Sailing

Jim Hamilton

Stew Crane, Jim Hamilton






1983 — 4t Annual Sports Class Contest



1984 — The gazebo was the social center



1985 — First Women’s Soaring Seminar

— Skip Miller

— Diane Wiedenhammer
— Rolf Hortensen

— Alyse Borland



1985 — 1-26 Championships






1987 — Main Hangar Is erected



1987 — First Memorial Grove trees planted



1987 — First memorial, with Memorial Stone



1988 — Cross Country Camp in the new hangar



1988 — Sports Class Contest

— Dick Carter

— Jan Montagne
— Gertie Russell
— Steve Smith

— Stan Montagne
— Norma Burnette



1989 — 10" Annual Sports Class Contest



1990s

1992
— 18t Air Sailing Racing Camp
1994
— Sierra Soaring Services launched as FBO
1995
— Land patented from BLM
— 18t Thermal Camp
— ASI hosts SSA Convention in Reno
1997
— 25% and final Fallon Trophy Dash
— ASI purchases first towplane
1998
— 1st Gerlach Dash
1999
— Billygoat Hayes Scholarship established
— Palomino Valley Soaring FBO



1990 — Sports Class Contest

— JJ Sinclair
— Steve Smith
— Pete Alexander
— Pete Newgard
— Bob McKay
— Barbara McKay
— Billy Green
— Mike Green
— Steve Smith
— Eric Reese

— Steve Brown



1991 — Cross Country Camp



1994 — April snow



1994 — NSA continues all-weather soaring



1995 — ASI hosts SSA Reno Convention



1997 — Cross Country Camp



1997 — 25" & Final Fallon Trophy Dash



1998 - Spring



1998 — Workday and windmill repairs






1998- First Gerlach Dash




2000s

2001
— Capital Campaign raises $>200K for construction

2002
— Clubhouse and Bathhouse constructed

2003
— ASI acquires Pawnee towplane

2006
— WiFi internet service introduced

2009
— 18t US Libelle Gathering
— Auvgas tank replaces fuel truck



2000 — Rick Walters and WSPA pilots



2000 — Old bathhouse and camping area



2000 — Flight line shade structure and
battery system for 24-hour power



2001 — Spring Clean Up



2002 — Clubhouse and Bathhouse Plans



2002- Where should we put it?



2002 - Builders
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A new soclal center



2005 — Spring Maintenance Day



2005 — Jeff & Bear



2005 — WSPA Soaring Seminar



2007 — Gerlach Dash



2010s

e 2011

— Solar array erected
e 2012

— Towplane hangar constructed
e 2014

— Main runway reconstructed & repaved



2011 — Solar Array added to our local grid



2012 — Towplane Hangar erected



2014 — Main runway reconstructed



Over 40 years,
some things have changed












But, some important things haven't






1980 — 13t Annual Sports Class Contest

2016 — 37th Annual Sports Class Contest












The founders had a shared vision
We all sustain that vision, even as it evolves over time
Air Sailing has always been a work in progress

Thank you for putting your hands and heads into that work






